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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR
Voters face only two ballot 
issues this election, and the one 
getting the most attention is 
about voting itself. 
Since 2006, Montanans have 
been able to register to vote on 
the same day they cast their 
ballots. That would end if vot-
ers approve Legislature Refer-
endum 126 on Nov. 4.
A “yes” vote would repeal 
same-day voter registration. 
If that happens, citizens who 
don’t register by 5 p.m. on the 
Friday before an election won’t 
be able to vote.
A “no” vote would keep the 
system as it is.
Sen. Alan Olson, a Repub-
lican from Roundup, said he 
Erin Loranger
James Alan Rolph
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State decides fate of same-day registration
sponsored the referendum be-
cause late registrants are dis-
tracting election officials and 
making for long lines at the 
polls.
“This is to take the burden 
off of county elections admin-
istrators on Election Day,” Ol-
son said. “They get spread very 
thin by trying to manage ev-
erything out in rural areas.”
That sounds right to Rose-
bud County Clerk and Record-
er Geraldine Custer, who works 
in a rural county with a limited 
staff. She said moving the reg-
istration deadline to the Friday 
before would help staff keep its 
Election Day focus on voting. 
“It would give us as workers 
a little more free time to do what 
we are intended to do and run 
the polling stations,” she says.
DEFENDING THE LAW
But critics, including Mon-
tana’s governor, secretary of 
state and 22 groups ranging 
from the American Association 
of Retired Persons to the Great 
Falls YWCA, say the measure 
would make it harder for Mon-
tanans to vote. 
Secretary of State Linda 
McCulloch, a Democrat, said 
same-day registration gives 
people who lead busy and more 
mobile lives another chance to 
properly register so they can 
vote. Some may be military 
personnel who have been re-
cently transferred, or college 
students who have moved from 
home but haven’t changed their 
registration. 
Some don’t realize they ha-
ven’t registered or that their 
voting status has changed until 
Election Day, she added.
“Most of these folks are Mon-
tanans who have moved across 
the cities or across the state and 
they have to worry about get-
ting their kids in schools and 
getting their houses set up and 
their jobs in order,” she said.
McCulloch estimates that 
29,282 Montanans have used 
same-day registration since the 
practice began. She concedes 
that they have caused long lines 
in some counties, but that’s an 
administrative problem.
“You don’t fix administra-
tive problems by turning peo-
ple away from the polls,” she 
said.
To ease the congestion, Mon-
tana counties that see most of 
the late registrants have added 
election workers. 
On Sept. 25, the Montana 
Supreme Court ruled the 
Montana Commissioner of 
Higher Education must re-
lease documents concerning 
the University’s handling of 
2012 rape allegations. Two 
days before the court-ordered 
deadline, the Commissioner 
has filed a motion to appeal 
the decision. 
The documents deal with 
a 2012 University of Montana 
Code of Conduct hearing 
regarding rape allegations 
against Grizzly starting quar-
terback Jordan Johnson.
Investigative journalist and 
author Jon Krakauer request-
ed the documents in March 
2014. He was researching 
UM’s handling of sexual as-
sault complaints for a book 
he is writing, his lawyer said. 
The Montana Commissioner 
of Education, Clayton Chris-
tian, refused to release or con-
firm the existence of the doc-
uments. He cited The Family 
Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act, which protects stu-
dent’s educational documents.
In an interview with the 
Montana Kaimin, Dean of 
Students Rhondie Voorhees 
insisted that educational re-
cords include the school’s dis-
ciplinary records.
In September, Judge Kathy 
Seeley of the Helena District 
Court ruled the documents be 
released within 21 days.  The 
U.S. Department of Education 
advised the Commissioner’s 
Office against releasing any 
student documents, Commu-
nications Representative for 
Commissioner’s Officer Kevin 
McRea told media.
The U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation declined to comment.
jessica.mazur@umontana.edu
@JessieMazur
Jessie Mazur
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Montana 
appeals state 
high-court ruling
See VOTING, page 8
 CAMPUS CAMPUS
Forward Montana Voter Registration Coordinator Hannah Reagan (right) looks over grad student Ben Woody’s paperwork as he registers to vote at his current address. 
Gracie Ryan/Montana Kaimin
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
uses the Montana Kaimin 
for practice courses but 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed 
and written by Kaimin editors. 
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RULES TO LIVE (WITH)
Rule No. 8: Airing out the closet 
By Madelyn Beck
When you’re having a bad day, don’t take it out on your room-
mate.
Dear ex-roommate,
I’m sorry for taking my shitty day out on you.
I screwed up at work, forgot homework for a class and felt like 
death. It was just one of those days where the slightest things just 
set me off: You know, a ticking clock, a long line for coffee, someone 
who was smiling.
I’m sorry for not sharing in your enthusiasm over your new job, 
your date or your good grade. I saw that you couldn’t stop giggling 
and were just waiting for someone to tell.
But coming home to a sink full of dishes and a messy living 
room never helps, so I’m sorry if seeing your big grin wasn’t some-
thing I could handle well at that moment. (I mean, couldn’t you at 
least put away the clean plates, though?)
At that moment, I felt a particular revulsion to seeing your sheer 
joy -- similar to how a PETA member feels when they see a baby 
seal-skin coat.
I’m sorry for telling you that your new job has little room for ad-
vancement and that sticking with it would mean you were stuck in 
a pit. I’m sorry I told you your date showing up late wasn’t a good 
sign. I’m sorry for saying it was all luck. Though, to be honest, I had 
some valid points. I think the fact that your date was over an hour 
late and wanted to bring along friends isn’t exactly a good omen.
I admit, however, that was not the right time or place to say it.
No matter how bad my day was, I should not have taken it out 
on you. Just because I saw life as a futile figment of the egotistical 
mind of a miniscule being that day, doesn’t mean you should have 
felt that way, too (though it’s doubtful you actually did).
Either way, you were excited, and I tore you down. I deflated 
you like a pin popping a big smiley-face balloon — but without the 
funny sound.
After seeing your smile fade and your head start to hang, I im-
mediately felt terrible. I tried to make up for it by revising what I 
said; saying I suddenly “realized” everything you were telling me 
was great. But it was too late. Your excitement was gone.
Once again, I am sorry.
So I made a list of things I could, and probably should, have done:
1) Shut up.
2) Eaten a very large wad of Trident Layers.
3) Written my angry sentiments to Oprah. I hear she’s not doing 
much, lately.
4)  Or, I could have just told the truth, explained what happened 
that day and how, at that moment, I couldn’t share in your happi-
ness because all I really wanted was to be alone with some pep-
permint tea, dark chocolate and a feel-good black-and-white film. 
Hello, “An Affair to Remember.”
This is what a good, cool-headed, well-rested roommate should 
have done, not cowardly tear at what made you happy instead of 
revealing what I was going through.
But really, you could have just done the dishes. Just sayin’.  
madelyn.beck@umontana.edu
@madelynbeckh
Big Ups to Missoula’s police 
department for denying Dis-
co Bloodbath its permit. Did 
we really need 12 full hours of 
shitty electronic music?
Big Ups to St. Patrick Hospi-
tal for probably bringing every 
Ebola patient to Missoula. We 
can’t wait until we’re bleeding 
from our eyeballs. 
Big Ups to ASUM for look-
ing into Rafter. It will definitely 
“save” us all “a lot” of money.
Backhands to ASUM for 
being cultural imperialists 
and then censoring themselves 
to make up for it. Let’s just 
appropriate fewer cultures next 
time, folks. 
Backhands to the University 
for making its employees 
use sick days to take care of 
their new babies. First World 
countries are for suckers. 
Backhands to dabs 
manufacturers blowing up 
student housing. If you’re being 
investigated for drug-related 
crimes, don’t post pictures of 
hash oil on Facebook. 
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
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At this point, you may have 
noticed there’s no Friday Kaim-
in cover story this week. We’re 
just as disappointed as you are 
(probably more so). 
Friday Kaimins are a much-
loved institution in our news-
room, and putting them to-
gether is a fun challenge for 
my staff every week. However, 
production difficulties made 
publishing an FK an uncertain-
ty this week, and we wouldn’t 
risk giving you a product that 
doesn’t meet our own stan-
dards.
Our first priority will al-
ways be you, the campus com-
munity. The Kaimin staff will 
never publish something we 
wouldn’t read ourselves — 
reading’s hard enough as it is.
Instead of a longform fea-
ture, this Friday will include 
some fantastic stories about a 
vote that may ban same-day 
voter registration, a new doc-
umentary film festival and na-
ked sushi socials.
(Also, the crossword puzzle. 
Fourteen across is “Fiat.” There, 
you’re welcome.)
Print journalism has a ten-
dency to sink in its own tradi-
tions, and sometimes straying 
from the norm can feel uncom-
fortable. But you are our audi-
ence, and our goal is to serve 
and inform you in the most 
entertaining way possible — 
even when you leave us angry 
voicemails. 
(Especially when you leave 
us angry voicemails.)
Sincerely,
Ric Sanchez, editor-in-chief
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Why there’s no ‘Friday Kaimin’
By Ric Sanchez
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
STAY ON TOP OF WHAT’s HAPPENING
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After the 42-7 trouncing the 
Montana Grizzlies gave UC Da-
vis last year, the teams went sep-
arate ways. Montana won five out 
of its next six games — UC Davis 
only won two games the rest of 
the season.
This year hasn’t gone much 
better for the Aggies, who are 1-5 
and haven’t won a game in the 
Big Sky Conference this season.
They’ll try to change that on 
Saturday, when they take on No. 
6 Montana (4-2, 2-0 BSC).
“They put up 610 yards last 
week against Montana State, so 
they are a good football team,” 
head coach Mick Delaney said.
But the big yardage wasn’t 
enough to secure a win against 
the Bobcats, who beat the Aggies 
77-37. Sophomore quarterback 
Ben Scott delivered 379 of the Ag-
gies’ yards, and threw for three 
Griz look to keep Aggies in the stable
FOOTBALL
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
touchdowns.
Montana linebacker Kendrick 
Van Ackeren said his defense is 
more than prepared for the Ag-
gies. Montana’s defense has been 
the best in the Big Sky this season, 
leading the league in total defense 
with 882 total yards allowed and 
giving up only nine touchdowns.
The next best defense, North 
Dakota, has given up 16.
 “We know when we step on 
the field, there’s nothing they can 
do that we won’t see coming,” 
Van Ackeren said.
Delaney said the defense’s ag-
gression has been the key to their 
success.
“They just play so hard, and 
they’ve got so much faith in each 
other,” Delaney said. “Our back 
end has experience now, our cor-
ners are playing better. I like the 
resolve that they have.”
Offensively Montana is still 
struggling. Two weeks ago at 
North Dakota, Montana only 
managed 279 yards on offense, 
and needed a game-winning 
field goal from kicker Daniel Sul-
livan to escape playing overtime.
Part of that can be contributed 
to an ankle injury that kept start-
ing quarterback Jordan Johnson 
out of most of the game. After last 
week’s bye, Johnson said his an-
kle is healed, and he will play on 
Saturday.
“Everything else feels fine,” 
Johnson said. “I’m ready to go 
and ready to play.”
But it wasn’t just Johnson’s an-
kle that’s hindered the offense. 
The Griz rank 12th in total of-
fense in the Big Sky, having only 
put up 1,975 yards and averaging 
just 5.5 yards per play.
“We’ve shown glimpses of 
being good,” Johnson said. “But 
we’ve shown glimpses of being 
really bad, too, so if we can just 
eliminate our mental mistakes, I 
think we’re going to be fine.”
Montana has relied on run-
ning backs Travon Van and Jor-
dan Canada to find the end zone 
— they’ve contributed a com-
bined seven of Montana’s 19 total 
touchdowns — and suffered loss-
es in the wide receiver corps.
Junior wideout Ellis Hender-
son is seeing limited playing time 
this season as he recovers from 
an illness. Henderson scored 14 
touchdowns and averaged 77.5 
yards receiving in 2013, but has 
failed to find the end zone this 
year.
“It’s tough, but that’s just the 
way it is,” Johnson said. “Noth-
ing’s going to be perfect, noth-
ing’s going to be the way you 
want it to be.”
Henderson will not be playing 
against the Aggies. Kickoff is set 
for 12 p.m. at Washington-Griz-
zly Stadium.
andy.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
Jordan Purinton/Montana Kaimin 
Griz wide receiver Sean Foley points to the sky during the game against Northern Colorado on Sept. 27. The Griz 
beat the Bears 38-13 in Montana’s last home game at Washington Grizzly Stadium. 
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Last Friday Montana Griz-
zlies keeper Kailey Norman 
paced back and forth on the 
pitch. Her teammate, senior 
defender Brooke Moody was 
taking a penalty kick. If she 
made it, the Griz would win 
and remain undefeated. 
“To be quite honest, I would 
rather be in a shootout than 
just a penalty kick in a regular 
game,” Norman said. “That 
penalty kick has so much 
emphasis and matter in the 
game with what the outcome 
is going to be. It’s extremely 
nerve-racking.” 
Moody scored, winning the 
Grizzlies its fifth conference 
game. 
This weekend, Montana (9-
5, 5-0 Big Sky Conference) is 
back on the road with games 
against Northern Arizona 
University and Southern Utah 
University.  
Last year, Northern Arizo-
na made history in Missoula.
For the first time in  Mis-
soula, the Lumberjacks beat 
the Griz 2-1. Montana’s only 
goal came from then senior 
Courtney Watson, her first 
of the season. The Grizzlies 
are 13-6-1 against NAU, their 
Griz stay focused for weekend on the road
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
SOCCER
last winning coming in a 2012 
shutout in Arizona. 
Only 48 hours later, the 
Grizzlies play the Southern 
Utah University Thunder-
birds. Last year, Montana beat 
the Thunderbirds 3-1 at home. 
Gracie Ryan/Montana Kaimin 
The women’s soccer team warms up before practice on Sept. 25, going through a series of drills using bands to strengthen their legs. 
Overall, the Griz lead the se-
ries 2-0-1. 
Head coach Mark Plako-
rus is expecting a lot from his 
team in the next two games. 
“Both teams are posses-
sion-oriented teams that play 
through their midfield,” Pla-
korus said. “So we’re going to 
have to be very good defen-
sively in the midfield. I think 
though once we do get the 
ball we can get at them a little 
bit and cause some problems.” 
The Griz are traveling with 
a depleted roster. Plakorus 
said there are about nine or 
10 players injured. All of the 
players’ statuses are day-to-
day. In Friday’s match against 
Idaho, midfielder Jamie Si-
mon was kicked in the hip, 
and defender Payton Agnew 
suffered a concussion.  
But Montana’s play hasn’t 
suffered on the field. Even 
though players are dropping, 
Norman didn’t have to make 
a single save during Friday’s 
game. 
“My defense played so well 
in front of me, any compli-
ment I get, I put it right on the 
defense because I did nothing 
that game,” Norman said. “I 
made one punch save and a 
kind of breakaway save. I’m 
just so happy with my defense 
and also the defense that our 
forwards play when they lose 
the ball. They’re not giving 
up.”  
Halfway through confer-
ence season, Montana re-
mains undefeated. The last 
time the Griz qualified for the 
conference tournament was 
2012, losing 4-3 in a shootout 
to Idaho State. In 2011, the 
Grizzlies won the Big Sky 
Conference tournament and 
played Stanford in the NCAA 
tournament. 
It’s a great feeling being 
5-0, but the team can’t lose fo-
cus,” said senior Chloe Torres. 
“Yeah the record may show 
it but I still feel like we have 
a lot to do to actually get that 
full feeling,” Torres said. “We 
want to host, we want to win 
the regular season and we 
want to win the conference 
tournament, so we’re not done 
yet.” 
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu 
@avaldez
EAVESDROPPERS: 
TWEET ALL THE 
FUNNY THINGS 
YOU HEAR & SEE
#aroundtheoval
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Footage of a University 
of Montana graduate stu-
dent and Mexican activists 
flickers on the screen. They 
are running 70 miles coast-
to-coast across the Baja Pen-
insula in one day. Nick Tri-
olo combines long-distance 
mountain running and a 
movement against open-pit 
mining in the Sierra de la La-
gunas mountain range in the 
documentary, “The Cross-
ing” — one of the films fea-
tured at Missoula’s first Last 
Best Film Fest.
Friday kicks off the pre-
mier of The Last Best Film 
Fest, a three-day internation-
al outdoor and action sports 
film festival. More than 100 
films will play in Caras Park, 
the Roxy and Wilma theaters. 
The films vary in length and 
content, but all capture the 
thrill of the outdoors.
The festival is put on by Hi-
Line Films, a local film com-
pany founded by two former 
UM students, Andrew Dun-
can and Ben Zeimet. Duncan 
and Zeimet wanted to create 
an event that would bring 
the community together to 
celebrate the elements of the 
outdoors and filmmaking. 
After a year of planning, the 
idea has come to fruition.
“We were lucky to get 
films from pretty much ev-
ery genre, from ice climb-
ing and rock climbing, to 
skateboarding, to fly fishing, 
skiing and snowboarding, 
white water and mountain 
biking,” Zeimet said. The 
films range from short films 
to hour-long features. “We 
wanted it to be a local film 
festival at first, but then we 
started getting submissions 
from places like Norway, 
Sweden, Germany, France 
and Italy,” Duncan said.
“I definitely feel we give 
people the opportunity to 
expand their exposure on 
outdoor films in general, to 
see what’s out there,” Zeimut 
said. He said there are a lot 
of great small films that 
are on par with corporate 
productions, but lack the 
money to market them. “They 
just don’t personally have 
the budget or the outreach to 
play them in Montana or in 
the U.S. in general.” Zeimut 
and Duncan developed this 
event to showcase these 
films. 
A single film ticket can be 
purchased for $8. A week-
end pass is $20. “These guys 
have made these tickets su-
per cheap. It’s a huge value 
to get a pass for $20 to see 
whatever you want,”  said 
Mike Steinberg, director of 
the Roxy Theater.
It was Duncan and 
Zeimut’s goal to make 
the festival affordable to 
everyone, including college 
students. “We wanted to get 
these films out to the public 
and make an event where all 
the community of Missoula 
could come together,” 
Duncan said.
There are free events as 
well. “All of Caras Park is 
free, all the bands are free, 
we will have vendors there, 
and booths from lots of dif-
ferent outdoor companies,” 
he said. 
Duncan said the festival 
is meant to bring Missoulia 
residents together. “It’s a 
community of people that 
do a lot of different sports 
and a lot of different outdoor 
activities. We wanted to 
bring them all together in one 
place.” Missoula is not just 
a skiing or snowboarding 
crowd, Duncan said. The 
variety of films is inspired 
by the variety of sports 
locals enjoy.
“They have some 
extraordinary films coming 
… It’s an exciting event. 
There are a lot of outdoor 
film fests and we didn’t have 
one of our own until now,” 
Steinberg said.
The festival begins today 
and lasts through Sunday. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
LB Snow, Draught Works and 
online at lastbestfilmfest.
com.  
sydney.gillette@umontana.edu
@sydneygillette
Get wild at 3-day outdoor film fest
Sydney Gillette
Montana Kaimin
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Eat sushi off naked bodies
Hannah-Laura Rudolph
Montana Kaimin
FILLET O’FUN
Missoula models don’t al-
ways let people eat sushi off their 
naked bodies, but when they do, 
it’s at Polytana Sushi Social.
The event is being held at 
Sushi Hana, where nude models 
will be decorated and posed 
with different paints, leaves and 
sushi.
Attendees can eat and collect 
the sushi from the models’ 
bodies.
The event celebrates relation-
ship diversity, clinical sexolo-
gist Lindsey Doe said. This in-
cludes monogamy and all things 
non-monogamous.
Polyamory is the practice of 
having more than one intimate 
relationship at a time, but with 
all parties aware and consenting.
Doe is the creator of Polytana 
and the sushi social. It is a com-
munity group for people who 
identify as polyamorous, Doe 
said. It’s also for people who are 
curious about polyamory and 
other forms of non-monogamy.
The Polytana Sushi Social 
helps spread awareness and un-
derstanding to the community, 
she said.
“They share the stories of poly 
relationships and involve people 
in safe conversation about the 
many consensual ways humans 
express sexuality,” she said on 
the ticketing website.
University of Montana student 
Ellen Kuehl is modeling at the 
event this year. She modeled for 
more than 200 people at the last 
Polytana Sushi Social, she said.
Her body was painted, po-
sitioned and artfully decorated 
with sushi, Kuehl said.
“I had a line of sashimi be-
tween my breasts,” she said. 
“There were little bits of sushi on 
my thighs, and some were cir-
cling my belly button.”
The event is open to anyone 
who wants to come, Kuehl said.
“It’s open to people who are 
interested in polyamory,” she 
said. “But it’s also open to people 
who aren’t interested in poly-
amory but are interested in eat-
ing sushi off of a naked body.”
UM student and event 
assistant Em Cohen said the 
Polytana Sushi Social is a 
unique experience, especially in 
Missoula.
“You’ll be able to see beautiful 
art that is going to be created on 
the human body and be able to 
eat sushi off of people,” she said.
The sushi social will be held 
on Oct. 24 and 25 from 7 to 10 
p.m. Tickets are available online. 
To donate to the event, visit 
indiegogo.com/projects/sushix.
“People around the world 
have been contributing money 
because they want Missoula, 
and Montana at large, to be able 
to have access to this cultural 
phenomenon without money as 
a barrier,” Doe said.  
hannah-laura.rudolph@umontana.edu
@HL_Rudolph
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Missoula sushi social allows couples to enjoy polyamory, food 
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
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$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
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Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
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placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Sierra Batey
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jesse Kipp
ONLINE PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
PRODUCTION
Taylor Crews
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
FOR SALE
ESTATE SALE - 214 AGNES. 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  9 TO 
2, SUNDAY 12 TO 3 (half price) 
FURNITURE: couches, chairs, 
tables, chests of drawers, queen 
bed, wood and metal storage 
shelves, floor & table lamps, 
washer/dryer (pictures on Craig’s 
list).  HOUSEHOLD GOODS: 
dishes, glassware, cooking 
utensils, pots & pans, small 
appliances. DOLACK collection, 
other artwork. COLLECTIBLES:  
Spode “Buttercup” china, 
hats, toys, dolls.  BOOKS 
GALORE: all genres and a 
signed & dedicated 1st edition 
of A River Runs Through It.
100 NEW Hot Sauces Just in @ 
Uncle Bill’s House of Hot Sauce. 
The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks St. 
Holiday Village Shopping Center
SELF STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645 
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE 
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
MISCELLANEOUS
SOROPTIMIST MISSOULA 
LIVE YOUR DREAM 
AWARD $2000-- Applicants 
must be women undergraduate 
students enrolled at UM or 
Missoula College. Must be 
primary financial support for 
her family & have US SSN or 
Tax ID#. Deadline November 
15, 2015.  Request 
application & requirements 
from liveyourdreammissoula@
gmail.com
Bret Rutherford oversees 
voting in Yellowstone County, 
the state’s most populous. He 
says lines form for late regis-
tration but that hasn’t delayed 
voting for those already regis-
tered.
“At most of our precincts, 
people spent more time in the 
booth than they spent waiting 
in line,” Rutherford said.
To deal with a heavy turn-
out in 2012, Yellowstone 
County moved locations and 
doubled its stations, he said. 
Fewer people are expected to 
turn out for November’s mid-
term election, he adds, but his 
election judges will be pro-
cessing as much late registra-
tion as they can in October to 
prepare for any Election Day 
rush.
Christopher Muste, a pro-
fessor of political science at the 
University of Montana, doubts 
late registration is an unsolv-
able problem for election offi-
cials in most counties.
“Montana has been doing 
this for four elections now,” 
he said. “Most (counties) have 
probably created very effective 
strategies for handling same-
day registration.”
 UNDERLYING POLITICS
Olson insists his referen-
dum isn’t about partisan pol-
itics, but they do color the de-
bate.
Same-day registration 
sailed through the 2005 Leg-
islature with overwhelming 
support from members of both 
parties — including Olson — 
but Republicans pushed the 
repeal referendum onto this 
year’s ballot.
Gov. Steve Bullock, also a 
Democrat, didn’t like the mea-
sure, though he couldn’t veto it 
because it was a referendum.
VOTING
From page 1
“Anytime we’re making it 
more difficult for Montanans 
to vote, it’s a sad day in Mon-
tana,” he said at the time. “We 
should be doing everything we 
can to make sure that every 
Montanan can vote — not do-
ing everything we can to pre-
vent them from voting.”
During that debate, critics 
argued that same-day registra-
tion is an open invitation for 
voter fraud, but state election 
officials say that hasn’t been 
the case so far.
Many Democrats suspect 
the real motivation behind the 
referendum is to suppress vot-
er turnout because lower turn-
out is thought to favor Republi-
can candidates.
Olson isn’t buying that
“I don’t see any reason it 
would stop more Democrats 
from voting than Republi-
cans,” he said.         
McCulloch agrees that 
both Democrats and Repub-
licans have benefitted from 
same-day registration over 
the years, but she says some 
Republicans are still smarting 
from Democrat Jon Tester’s 
upset of incumbent Republi-
can Conrad Burns in the 2006 
U.S. Senate race.
“In the 2006 election, Dem-
ocrats jumped on that and got 
people to vote on Election Day 
and Sen. Jon Tester won by 
a small margin that election. 
They see (same-day registra-
tion) as the reason,” she said. 
Republicans have mixed 
motives for supporting the ref-
erendum, UM’s Muste says, but 
he adds that they might benefit 
most from its passage. That’s 
because most Election Day reg-
istration occurs in urban areas, 
where low-income and student 
voters tend to vote Democratic, 
he said.
Whatever the motives, 
Muste predicts passage of LR-
126 would ultimately mean 
fewer votes cast in Montana 
elections.
“Regardless of motivation, 
the effect of this, if it passes, 
will be to reduce voter partic-
ipation and reduce it selective-
ly,” he saids.
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